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[but that is] to please themselves or for other reasons. You will there-
fore see that many things are undignified or dignified according to the
object in view.
READER: I think I see your point. But I feel like asking whether
all things are like this, good at one time and bad at another,
EDITOR: No, that certainly cannot be so. What is true of our cam-
paign is not true of everything else. There are things which are always and
everywhere bad or good. It is good always and everywhere to pray to
God. Adultery is always and everywhere bad. Generally, the above rule
can apply only to things which are not in themselves wicked or evil.
READER: I can see that from our own point of view there is
nothing objectionable about the finger-impressions. But the whites jeer
at us saying: 'Well, what about finger-impressions now?' 'You don't
mind playing on the piano now, do you?'1 'You talked so big about reli-
gion. What has happened to all that now?3 They ply us with mock-
ing questions. [The Transvaal] Critic has even published a cartoon2.
Educated persons and businessmen are shown as having been spared
offence to their religious susceptibilities, but not so the rest. It repre-
sents Mr. Gandhi seated on a chair in great dignity and signing his name,
while other Indians, miserable creatures, keep standing as they give
their finger-impressions with large drops of black ink dripping from
their fingers. How can one bear this? How are we to face this?
EDITOR: Thfe question is a sign of false pride. We shall not lose
our honour because of the whites5" taunts. We placed our trust in God
so that we need only think of what He will say to us. There are
many whites who have not understood the significance of our campaign.
Many of them still do not understand that the law which we opposed
will be repealed if we honour our pledge. Their eyes will be opened
when that time comes. Moreover, not every white says these tilings.
Newspapers all over England pay us compliments and describe this as
a victory for us. Rand Daily Mail of Johannesburg has in fact taken the
Government to task for having given in on every point to the Indians,
The Sunday Times has published a cartoon3 in which a steam-roller driven
by General Smuts has been reduced to a mere wreckage, and the Indian
elephant is turning on him with a threatening look. Many thoughtful
whites, and almost everyone outside the Transvaal, have hailed the
victory of the Indians. Even if this had not been so, we should
1 Those who did not join in the satyagraha campaign, that is, the "blacklegs*9,
who went to the Registration Office for affixing their finger-impressions on their appli-
cations for fresh registration certificates under the new law, had earlier been satirized
by the satyagrahis.   The blacklegs had gone to the Registration Office, they mocked,
"to play on the piano".
2 Vide illustration opposite.
3 Vide illustration facing p. 80.
8-6